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To the Honourable Member, 

 

On behalf of the Cavalier King Charles Spaniel Club of NSW Inc, I would like to express our concern 
regarding the ongoing DPI inspections carried out by the RSPCA. 

Our Club is a small non-profit club made up of dedicated preservationist breeders of the Cavalier King 
Charles Spaniel breed. The Club has been in existence for 50 years and has had many members over 
that time. The Club’s main goal is to preserve the Cavalier King Charles Spaniel through ethical 
breeding, management and education of this wonderfully natured breed.  

The members of our club abide by a strict code of conduct and the breeders in our club agree to a 
code of ethics. Our code strongly follows those of our affiliate organisation, the Royal NSW Canine 
Council and the Australian National Kennel Council, the Australian council is the only internationally 
recognised, purebred pedigree registry in Australia. 

Our member breeders love their dogs and keep them as pets. The dogs live in the house and when 
they have a litter the pups are whelped in the home and provided with devoted 24-hour care. 

They research pedigrees, spend vast sums of money on health tests and select the most suitable stud 
dogs, often travelling interstate or even importing dogs from overseas to improve bloodlines. 

Everything they do is completely transparent and there are measures in place to ensure this:  

• In order to become a breeder in the first place they must complete a 12-month course 
run by Dogs NSW, followed by a written exam and then a home and kennel inspection 

• They must have several years breed experience before approval to breed a litter 
• Pups are microchipped and then registered with Dogs NSW, these pups are also registered 

with the local council and in line with the current NSW regulations. 

So why are we concerned? 

‘The Animal Welfare Code of Practice for Breeding Cats and Dogs’ (COP) is the document underlying 
these inspections. The intent of this code is clearly and unequivocally directed at large scale puppy 
factories to ensure that they maintain a minimum standard. Our club applauds the intent of this 
document. 

In an interview with 7 News on 22nd October 2020, the Agriculture Minister, Adam Marshall, stated, 



“The NSW government has declared a war on illegal puppy factories, announcing the creation of a 
dedicated hit squad to weed out rogue operators.” 
 
Our members do not have staff. They look after their own dogs. They have a home, not an “illegal 
puppy factory”, they are not “rogue operators”. On the contrary, they are, as with other members in 
our affiliate organisations, one of the most transparent groups of breeders in the state.  

Many of our members are older or live alone or are in the high-risk category for COVID-19. No 
information is provided about the COVID safe measures taken by the RSPCA inspectors, nor the bio 
security measures they have taken if they are inspecting several places. 

In addition, the RSPCA inspectors are arriving without an appointment, almost demanding immediate 
access with imposition of an audit failure if denied access. This is causing stress to our members. and 
is also unreasonable and not normal audit practise. 

There is a marked lack of transparency in the actions of the RSPCA inspectors and a lack of consistency 
in their expectations and their translation of the COP. This is generating confusion with members on 
what is expected of them and significant stress and anxiety for failing the audits and the imposition of 
costly fines for ambiguous reasons. 

To take a code originally designed to deal with huge puppy factories and apply a one size fits all 
approach to small preservation breeders is both illogical and counter- productive. This continued 
practice by the RSPCA inspectors, will drive ethical small breeders away so that the public will only be 
able to buy dogs from commercial puppy farms where profit is the only objective.  Their actions are 
contrary to the intent of the code and causing a great deal of stress to ethical breeders and pet owners. 

We hope that you will ask why the RSPCA is choosing to target a highly visible and transparent group 
of ethical preservation breeders instead of the “rogue operators”, as stated by the minister. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Jeanie Montford  

President 

On behalf of the members and executive of the Cavalier King Charles Spaniel Club of NSW 


